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Relating language examinations to the common European reference levels of
language proficiency: promoting quality assurance in education and facilitating
mobility
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Linking Procedures in the Manual

e Familiarisation with the CEFR

* Linking on the basis of specification of examination
content

e Standardization and Benchmarking
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Standard Setting in Indirect Tests

* For tests with a numerical score, performance standards have
to be set. A performance standard is the boundary (cut-off
score) between two levels on the scale reported by a test. A
cut-off score of 30 says that a score of 30 or more on the tests
grants a level of a particular level (e.g. B1) or higher, while a
lower score points to a level lower than the level of the

score (here: B1).
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Scores, Grades and Standards

 The decision if a person has reached a given CEFR level is
based on grading, not on scoring (marking).

* Therefore a score must be transferred to a grading scale.

* Transformation of scores to grades is based on a cut-off score
on a test.

A cut-off score is the border between the lo
score o [
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How to arrive at Standards?

e Group decisions (panel)
* Group is familiar with CEFR
* Test content has been specified in terms of the CEFR

Standard setting procedures have




_—"
ﬁRELANG.‘

General Procedures

* Length: 2-3 days (including familiarization)
e 2-3 rounds with in-between

— Information on panel members’ behaviour
— Information on student behaviour
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Basket Method

* Basic question: At what CEFR level can a test taker already
answer the following item correctly?

* In other words: what is the minimum CEFR level that is
required to give a correct response to each task or question in

a test?
Panellists to put each item in a “basket”

levels.
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Conversion Judgements to Cut-off Scores

e Suppose that for a 50 item test, two items are placed in Basket
Al, seven in Basket A2 and 12 in Basket B1, then it follows that
according to this panel member, 2+7+12 = 21 items should be
responded to correctly by any one who is at Level B1 or higher.
This number, the minimum requirement, is interpreted as the

cut-off score. —

e |f atestaims at
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Modified Angoff Method

* Basic concept: minimally acceptable person or borderline
person

* Borderline person at B1 has the ability to be labelled as B1, but
only to such an extent that the slightest decrease in that ability
would no longer make him a B1 person.
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Basic Data in Tucker-Angoff method

Percentage chance correct for borderline person

25% 32%

48% 55%

33% 38%

21%

30%

80%




